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20 August 2021

Kia ora anō

This afternoon the Prime Minister announced that:

all-of-New Zealand will remain at COVID-19 Alert Level 4 until 11.59pm on Tuesday 24 August
2021
this will be reviewed by Cabinet on Monday 23 August 2021.

It has also been announced today that community cases have been identified in Wellington along with
the cases in Auckland.

You can check the current COVID-19 Contact tracing locations of interest on the Ministry of Health
website.

What COVID-19 Alert Level 4 means for social service providers
Keeping you updated on COVID-19 - 18 August 2021
Keeping you updated on COVID-19 - 19 August 2021

The key requirements for the current Alert Level can be found on the Unite against COVID-19 website.

Support is available to whānau and communities

A wide range of support is available to people through government and community organisations.

Updated information for people that need help, support or advice can be found on the Unite against
COVID-19 website.

If a person has an urgent need for food, a local food bank may be able to help.

Find food banks and other food assistance services across New Zealand

If anyone needs financial help to buy food or pay other essential costs, they may be able to get help
through Work and Income. They do not need to be on a benefit to get help. Work and Income can help
with paying for food, accommodation costs, power and gas bills, heating and medical or dental costs. To
access this support people can:

Call 0800 559 009
Use the online calculator to check what they might get

Update on COVID-19 Vaccinations

Yesterday it was announced that the Government has approved the Pfizer vaccine for 12 to 15-year-olds
in New Zealand, following Medsafe’s provisional approval in June.

Tamariki and rangatahi aged between 12-15 years are now able to get the Pfizer vaccine if attending at
the same time as a parent or caregiver, provided guardians have given consent. From 1 September
2021, bookings can be made for all tamariki and rangatahi aged between 12-15 years who have consent
from their guardians to receive their vaccine.

Rangatahi aged 16 or older are able to consent in their own right, unless they aren’t capable of providing
informed consent.

Oranga Tamariki has developed some guidance for talking to tamariki, whānau or family and caregivers
about the COVID-19 vaccine.  

You can access this guidance and other COVID-19 related resources on the Oranga Tamariki Practice
Centre.

You can also read more about the Government’s vaccination programme on the Unite against COVID-19
website.

Keep in touch

If you have any questions about this or any other issues, you can email
Community_Information@msd.govt.nz

Please regularly check the Government’s COVID-19 website for updated information.

Ngā mihi

Ministry of Social Development on behalf of Government agencies that provide social service funding

If you have any queries, please contact us at Community_information@msd.govt.nz
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